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Travel

Elye New Hlork Cimes

In this beguiling Pacific Northwest city of artisanal cafes,
offbeat museums, funky neighborhoods

and food carts from every corner of the world,
the good life comes cheap.
BY MATT GROSS

44 VERYONE here looks Portland is easy to see by bike. hung on the racks next to
great!” isnotthe kind of  Your hotel may even include one  clothes by Nau, a local label

comment you hear'often

in Portland, Ore., where

—d outfits seem’ chosen to

- match the cloudy skies, fabrics tend toward the wa-
terproof, and anything with buttons counts as formal-
wear,
Yet those were exactly the words that burst from
a woman who brushed past me one night at Lizard
Lounge, a clothing store in the upscale Pearl District
of Portland. And she was right. The crowd that first
Thursday in April — the first Thursday of each month
has an evening of art-gallery openings and shopping
parties — was startlingly attractive, and in a very
Portland way: functional but chic: One woman Wore a
black bob and a silvery, thigh-length, probably imper-
meable trench coat. Fleece abounded, but was form-
fitting. Quiksilver's hard-to-find Limited Collection

with your room. whose jackets, polos and shorts

lie on the sporty end of the fash-

jon spectrum — or is that the

fashionable end of the sporty spectrum?

One accessory, however, was ubiquitous: as
breakdance crews windmilled and as the Portland leg-
end Fogatron did his human beathox routine, every
hipster — male, female or otherwise — carried a plas-
tic cup full of beer. Free beer.

And not just free beer but pretty good free beer.
Mext to the cash registers, barmen pumped kegs of
hefeweizen and amber ale, both made by Widmer
Erothers, one of the two oldest breweries in what bas
become the microbrew capital of America. (There are
better beers in Portland, but compared with your usu-
al party beer, Widmer’s is premier cru.) People drank,
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Ace kept me i its warm, value-added
embrace longer than | iheaght possshie.

1 would break

Eventually, though,
awny and go off — by bike, by Tootor by Bunk

bas (0 weeklong Tribdet pass & 522.50)
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matter how much [ liked & placs and

wanded (& return.
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1he classic breakias:

“cinema? Vintage

iy seerm ok, botfor the' best break-
I’mmdwmhm,ﬁ‘sabamnm
Another moming, | met my friend
Almn 'Wil]nms Colman and her hus-
band, Lourence Cnhnm, at Broder, &
Scmdinmrtnn brumch spot on nqu]m.as—
umiu.ll;,r Portland section of Southeast
Clinton ' Strect. (Bike lane? Check.
‘Brewery? Check, Discount art-house
stores? Punk: rock
record shops?, Check, check, checkl)

‘Broder was packed, ot the free coffee

in the nexi-door waiting room kept us
goingg until wie conld squeeze into a table
andordér some smoked-trout hnzh,
When llwﬁ-ll ‘check came, Mlm SLF-
prised me by whipping out a $25 coupon
she'd bought for 52 on Restaurant.com,
The walter

athow well Portlanders live on so litle.

Pariland's food carts may be the best
example af that. Carts have e:umi far.

roughly a decade, olfering low-cost

accepted it without a peep
.(he gota big tp), and T marveled again

ortland

lunchtime grub, but in the last coupbe of
years they've exploded in numbers and
ambition, with_ cuisines: ranging from
Mexican and Thai to Korean and Ka-
zikh bo Dutch wallles and Belgian fries,
(A Russian cart even found brief fame
a% a destination on last season’s "Amaz-
ing Race” finale, but it has since closed.)

Today, there are almost 400 carts
around’ Portland, most of them: clus-
tﬂ'ﬂilm'pﬂdi mn‘trmgplr}dng]ms.
and ' thanks to low start-up costs and
Multnomah Cmmqr‘a straightforward li-
ca'ﬁlngamilnspetﬂm regime, aspiring
chefs can make their names without

‘major investments. AnaNew Yorker [

was jealous; as the Traveler,
overjoyed at what I'could find within a
single’ pod. The slices (52 to 33) at Give
Pizza a Chance were excellent, with a
thin inner crust, o thicker, chewy, outer
crust and fresh, brightly Navored | top-
pings (Hke the tomatoes, basil, art-
chokes and onkens on the “Compest”

WI-IERE EVEN REETAUHAHTE HAVE WHEELS

e:hw mm THERE

Drjtn. JetBlue and ﬂonlinﬂhl all ﬂ]'-
nonztop from Mew York to Portland,
with fares in mid-May starting arcund

-ailﬁ&hmt o & recent Internet search.

"pnd JetBlue fy out of Kennedy.
« Continental out of Mewark.

Sl
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BlcyduatlheﬁneHmﬂmI‘rseln

ﬂ:eﬁrsx EUests tm:l.nlm I.'hem but .

panmiers, for 5100 2 week at Clever Oy—
cles, 908 Southeast Hawtharne Boule-
vard, (503) 334-1560, www.clevercycles
.o Linless you'rea die-hard oyclis,
Iv's worth investing in 2 public-transit
[pirss, $22.50 for seven days, which alse
Includes iranspartation on the light-rail
Lrain (www irimeLorg) connecting the
adrpwt and downtown Portiand,

il _qmudnn'lwanlr.nsta]riuum—
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weekend in May), standard doubies be-
ginatSida night for a weekend stay.
WHERE T0 EAT AND DRINK
o learn about tood earts, visit
wiww.foodcartsporiland.com.
Stumplown Colfes, m1.|1:ip1=1m

tions; msmmp‘mwnmﬂm
BmzltSulh_tkhu,‘ 21 Southeast Mor-

Jbunksandwiches.com.
Broder, 2508 Southeast Clinton

| Strect; (503)736-3333; www.broderpdx

Barista, 538 Northwess Lith Avenue;

wwwbaristapdicom.
Tenll, 1001 Horthwes: Couch Street;
(A03) 2263463, www en-0

Licoam.
102 Morthwest Fourth Avenue;
{503}!29-?154 www.pingpdx.com.
New Ol Lampoe, 1616 Morthwest
23rd Avenue; (503) 225-1855; www
newoldlompotcom.
Hopworks Urban Brewery, 2944
Southeast Powell Baulevard; {EDG}HL
1677; www.hopworksbeer.com
;quq:u&m? Hhﬂmﬂmmlppi
Avenue; (ﬁlﬁ}-ﬁ?—llﬂ WWW.
\p-:quuaﬂ.uucnrs.mm
mmmmummmvmm
mrm,r:&ua}zzma‘r WWW,

oo,
Laurﬂl.hdm.dﬂss Nonh:aﬂﬁlln.n
srrm (503} 232-1504; www lnurelthirst

Blnhﬂu.lli ‘Maorthwest Fifth Ave-
Ae; (503) 245-2900; www.backspace bz

Acropolis Steakhouse Plus, 2315
Sontheast MeLoughlin Boalevard; (303)

2310611,



alice), Mext door, sl Thbor, 1 followed
the painted Insiructions o “Ceech Out
Czech Food™ amd fell i eve with tho
schantzelwich ($6.50), a_ [ried pork: or
chicien cutlet bound to soft bread with
ajvar (a red-pepper spread) and sting:
ing hecdersdigh  sauen, Brunch  Box,
arourd the cormer, was making its own
Erglish mudlins, plus crazy burgers like
the OMG! (36), a chesehurger with
egg. ham, SPAM and bacon; and: the
YouCanHasChossehurger (55), o patty
stk Detween wo Texns-lcast grilled
cheese sandwiches. {Bring Lipitor.)

One of the best things nbowt food
carts, in Portland and elsewhers, is ges-
Eing o Ealk o the person whea's cosling
your meal Ziba . Ljucevic, who runs
Ziba's Picns; is one of the sweetest oper-
atorg in Al of Ponisnd's pods, A Bosnl-
an immigranst, shi arrived in 202 just
after ihe Balkan wars, speaking almost
ma English but Fluent in the cul lan-
gunge of ber Bomeland Unlike Greek
pitas, Ms Ljucevics are rosnd, bready
pies . of surpassing - Bghiness, stuffed
with grownd meal; spinach, necchind or
{my [worste) epps. chesse amd sour
crenm. For 5594, she'll give you a guar-
tor of gach, plus cucumber sakad and &
prudddle of ajvar, and I you chat with har,
a5 [ did, about regionsl pits veriatons
among the former Yugoslay republics,
she may throw in a free drink.

The: food carts even have Porilsnd's
secomd-favoribe Beverage coversd. Spel-
Ia Catfe, next deor to Ziba's, palls what |
decmiid the best espresso in Portland,
rich ‘and mellow, At SLT5, (08 also the
least expensive of the city's high-end
coffeg) drinks, A Samptown's several
locations, the sharp, btler &nd acillc
shot costs EX LS meant bo go with mdlk,
\hery any; slag, T can't drink milic

Meapwhile, at the Ehree-month-ald
Barista, the champion barista Biily Wil-
sof 15 irying something new. Instead of
eticking wiih eno roaser’s benns, he
putts Slumptown's, [ntelligentsia’s and
Erco Caffe's (among olbers) all on the
e (af $150.a shot), alosg with de
seriptions ol their vastly dilferent flavor

iles. Eevo's, for example, was “dark

S and QEdid imdeed remind | me

that coffes sorts fis lile 25 2 berry on a
bizh

After breakfast; lunch and coffes, 1
piat my inaniikable henger aside (o ex:
plore both the well-kiewn and otscure
corners of the oty | invested 34 in a ride
ot ihe perial tram, a gondola that as-

AN LEFT Adbefuniim
Kirk in tha kebby of
tha Ace Hotel

LEFE St i i
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cends from the banks of the Willsmette
1a' the hilicop Ovegon Health and’ 5o
ance Linkversity, where | gazed ouf aver
the city's mamy bridges, its Iw-slung
east-shde neightorhoods and the praks
of Mour Hood and Mourd 52 Helens on
the horizon. | browsed  labyrnibing
Prowell's Books — ' Portlenid’s nTicinl
libeary — for an hour with o intention
of buying. 1 popped imo the inee M-
seam of Contemgerary Craft 1o see Dar.

At one stop, exotic
dancers and a good,
cheap steak.

el Morris's moving, lnrge-scale embrol:
dered “drawirgs® of funerals, o man in
a suit and random pedple pointing.

1 alse went to the Vacoum Cleaner
Musetm, Housed In & corees of Stark's
Vacuusms, i & free display of antlguee

ﬂmc'“% evices, [rom pretsmatic
canisbers 1o stamd-up mod-
efa thit could almose go on sale today
And 1 learned thit while Willlam Hoo-
ver 5 generally considered | the vac-
wuE's fmventor, the gays at Stark’s see
Duariie] Hess's beikows-and-brashes de-
wice as the criginal (Who knew?)
When | heard that Beau Bresdlove,
ke Formeer intern wha ar the nge of 17
began an affair with Porilsnd s mayor,

Sam Adnms, wis signing coples of Un-
zipped magnzine, i which he appears
98 percent naked, [ lserried 1o Fantasy,
an pdult siorm, dutifully boaght the lat-
est kssue (S8.90: ol anles tax in Ore-
gon!) nnd stood Inline for my aoto-
graph — o piece of history,

And = out of necessity — | exoreised,
Heen, 1'd wake carly for a rumn, jegging
up through the blossoming cherry trees
on U Willnmeite River's west bank o
the Brapcdway deawbridge, or dewn the
Easthank Esplanads inte the Springwa-
ter Corrider, i seches of trails whera the
nolse of the Wghways and Indusirinl
parks fell nway, leaving me alane with
the water, the trees and the geess, Once,
1 even rode the MAX Light Raf (o Bea-
vertan, where Nike's headguariors has
o L9-mile track encirchng 1t MNon-cm-
ployees are technbcally forbddden, it
unalficially! this pleasant jog past reed-
rimmed duck: ponds is open (D everys
i, Plud, you can refuel al Mike's inex-
pensive chfeloria, Just doen't wear Adi-
ds runnbng shorts, &s 1 dil Even in in-
formal Portiand, thot's o fnux pas;

One  Sundny  afternocn, my high-
schood buddy. Tea Cherry and 1 vigited
the Burnaide  Project, an Improviasd
(and free) skteboard park that epito-
mizes the frugal Portland spirit Eigh-
tecn years ago, this spot under the east
side of the Burnside Bridpe was nothing
but wsed syringes and dirty malireases
— until o' few skaters decided (o tnke
ever, In the ensaing years, the park be-
cama famaous for its chollenging terrain
and Encessant avolution, Evary year, s

founbers rebuilt i, and along the way
Fearned the indricate {and walunbie) nrg
of pouring cement. Today it°s a mecca
for hard-core skaters, which Tee and ‘1
no lnger are. Instead, we fook: our
boards down' the sireel to a nice ledge
whore [alls peoant dust and  bruises
raer than concussians and broken
bomes. Sl [lelt, I'd pald my respecta,

All that exertion justilisd the othee in-
dulgences, which would regimes aroundd
4 p.m. with happy hour, Portland re-
quires thot iis restourants serve o cer-
fain amount of food with thelr booee, o0
even the fanciest places offer high-end
treats ol a big discount. My friends and
1 ate brimy-sweet Wil Bay aystors
{51 apdece) and short-rib macaroni and
cheese' (553) at Tendl, one of the city's
top restaurants, and’ ot the pan-Asian
Pirgr, b Postland’s dilapidated Chinn-
teweny, e hindd Tlnd-syle dried cattlefish
{paradoxically Juicy) and  Macanese
pork-chop snndwiches.

Haoppy hour didn'c always moean food.
On Mondnys, |0 mennt 5250 plots of the
wonderiul smoked-malt Lampoc Strong
Diraft, at the New Old Lompoc tavern,
and on Tuesdays, it meant $3.50 1PAs at
Hopworks Urban Brewery, an cnergy-

ONLINE: VIDEDQ

N From Bosnion pdtes o Coajien
burgers, see how food carts are

trangfarming Portlond s culinary scenae,

my s com/iravel

ABDVE Armong s
wiry's oo carts arm
wrsryn bl el

crepes ansd Belgi
Tritma e Ll night

LEFT Sl Calla
i ki fine ila
[—

LEFT The Lizsrd
Lounge clathing
atore celebrates
First Thursday
with bands and
free beer.

efficient, brewpub: that's & stop far ey-
clists on their way home from work.

Happy hour's only denwhbisck was tne
it obviated o proper sit-down dinner.
Cinly by strenvous effort did I make it to
ePar Gué Mo?, a colorful tagueria, and
1o Pok! Pok, a Thal restaurant whose
renditicn of grilled boar collar was mear-
Iy @8 geod as what ['ve eaten in Bang-
kok, Neither meal came o more Lthan
515 n person, tp ncluded.

The rest of the time, I'd give up nnd
o oul. 1 played 30-cent rounds of Ad-
doms Family pinball and drank’ 5250
Sgiens beer at Ground  Kontrol, an
‘Bla-atyle video arcade, then walked
nround the corner (o Backspacs, o tech-
no-geeky cofe-bar where 1 henrd mnoal-
mast-great local  band called  What's
Up?. which melded n cresting wove of
soumnd with the burbling bleeps of eight-
it vibeo game soundiracks. At the Lou-
relthirst pab, the bluegrass band Jock-
straw jammed, and 1 wound up chatting
with a white-haired man in a te-dyed
shiri. He was Richard Misom, known
a% Millstone, and five minuies into our
caivargation, apropos of nodhing, he of-
forod e the use of his woodlamd cabin
by Mount Hood Mational Forest.,

Finally, and becouse, as my friend
Bochy sald, & viait 1o o Poriland strip
club s inevimble, 1 weind up ane night
ot the Acropolis® Steakhouss Plus, a
Vegns-y joint with 0. 53 cover chorge
that hod been recommended by — of afl
people — my little sister. She Dked it,
hwowever, not for the performers (who
earned it its nicknome, the A Crop) but
for the ludicrously cheap steaks. My
eipht-ounce sirloin cost 5350 mnd camse
deficiously,. medium-rare. This  being
Paortland, the meal was locally sourced,
te, Fram coktbe on the owner's ranch,

Weirdly enough, these busy nights
wiilbdl end early, ancd 1'd be in bed short-
Iy after midiight,  In' retrospect, this
made perfect sonae, Good living takes
its tall on the body If not on the wallet,
oand we nll need encegy (o lxce tho next
dny’s ngendn of food, febends and friggal-
ity And every evening, as | drifved ofl in
my, soft Ace Hotel bed, under the re-
nssuring weight of that wool bianked, [
would try to figure cut how 1o answor a
question 1 heard almost daily, from
strangers and from old pals who spw
o smoothly 19 setthed into my. Port-
land routine.. =S50~ they'd ask, “when
e you maving hera?™

I el don't know what to tell them. =



	NYT pg 1 photoshop small.pdf
	NYT pg 2 photoshop small
	NYT pg 3 photoshop small

